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in school lunch programs. The bipar-
tisan bill recognizes the importance of 
milk to the health and well-being of 
school children. It also works to im-
prove the variety and availability of 
milk offered in schools, which was sup-
ported by U.S. Department of Agri-
culture Secretary Sonny Purdue ear-
lier this year. In May, Secretary Pur-
due directed USDA to begin the process 
of allowing schools to serve 1 percent 
flavored milk through the school meals 
program. 

When schoolchildren don’t drink 
milk, they are missing out on essential 
nutrients. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill so another generation of 
children can fall in love with milk. 

f 

EXTEND TEMPORARY PROTECTIVE 
STATUS FOR HAITIANS AND 
CENTRAL AMERICANS 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
am joining the Congressional Black 
Caucus to ask for an extension of the 
temporary protective status for Hai-
tians. 

I am absolutely appalled that this 
government would deny this extension 
and only allow it for 6 months. Appar-
ently, they are not aware of the scar-
city of food in Haiti and the cholera 
epidemic. All of these challenges are 
continuing since 2011. 

Along with the Haitians, I under-
stand that they have now taken away 
TPS from 300,000 Hondurans, Nica-
raguans, and Salvadorans as well. This 
is an outrageous act, and it is impor-
tant for them to act immediately. 

I also stand against the scam tax 
plan. The scam tax plan would, in fact, 
take away opportunities for Americans 
to have higher education, build the def-
icit way beyond one’s recognition, 
would not create jobs, would send jobs 
overseas, would allow for 80 percent of 
the benefits to go to the top 1 percent, 
and, frankly, would provide no benefits 
for middle class, hardworking Ameri-
cans. 

This plan is not tax cuts and jobs; it 
is a tax scam with no jobs. 

I ask my colleagues to vote against 
this tax bill, and I ask this administra-
tion to do what is right and provide hu-
manitarian relief and extend the TPS 
for Haitians and all others similarly 
situated for 18 months. 

f 

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE 
SPILLWAY AT THE OROVILLE DAM 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, after 
the near disaster we had in Butte 
County, near Oroville, with the break-
age of the spillway at Oroville Dam, I 
am very happy to congratulate the 
folks of Kiewit Construction, and so 
many others, on their reconstruction 

of the spillway, phase 1. We will have a 
working, viable spillway for this up-
coming rainy season, if needed, due to 
the intense and incredible efforts to re-
build that project. 

If you had seen the size of, basically, 
the canyon that was carved out where 
the old spillway stood from having to 
release water to keep the lake level, in 
February, at a safe level, you would see 
how amazing it was, the work that was 
done in order to rebuild that spillway 
in its current phase. It will be able to 
handle 100,000 CFS and be able to keep 
the lake stable for the upcoming year. 

However, we do need to have balance 
in the process and have that lake be 
able to store enough water for Califor-
nia’s needs this coming year, because 
we will still have those needs in 2018, 
and not drain the lake all the way be-
cause of an overcautious thought proc-
ess. 

So congratulations on a viable lake 
that works for all. 
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TEMPORARY PROTECTIVE STATUS 
AND OTHER ISSUES OF THE DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from the 
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include any ex-
traneous material on the subject of 
this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, it is 

with great honor that I rise today to 
anchor this CBC Special Order hour. 
The Congressional Black Caucus, under 
the leadership of the gentleman from 
Louisiana (Mr. RICHMOND), is com-
mitted to sharing with this Congress, 
as well as with the American people, 
the issues of great importance to the 
Caucus, to Congress, and to the con-
stituents we represent. 

For this Special Order hour, at this 
time, we believe it is very and vitally 
important to discuss the temporary 
protective status of Haiti and other 
countries. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my colleague, 
the gentlewoman from Utah (Mrs. 
LOVE), to discuss this very important 
issue. 

Mrs. LOVE. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleagues at the CBC for the oppor-
tunity to speak at this Special Order 
hour. 

Mr. Speaker, earlier this year, I trav-
eled to Haiti to investigate sex traf-
ficking, as part of my work on the Fi-
nancial Services Committee’s Sub-
committee on Terrorism and Illicit Fi-
nance. While I was there, I had the op-

portunity to observe conditions as well 
as meet with leadership and the Presi-
dent. 

What I saw was a nation struggling 
to rebuild after the 2010 tragedy that 
hurt and rattled the nation with an 
earthquake, a cholera epidemic, and 
Hurricane Matthew. What I heard was 
the nation was not prepared for the 
tens of thousands of Haitians that were 
to return. 

Haitian TPS recipients contribute 
significantly to the United States’ 
economy and to the Haitian economy. 
As Haiti works not only to rebuild, but 
to rise itself out of poverty that has 
plagued it for years, I ask the White 
House to please take a moment to help 
our friends and allies in Haiti and to 
extend the temporary protective sta-
tus. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the gentlewoman so very much 
for her moving words. I know that this 
is an issue that is very close to her 
heart, being of Haitian-American de-
scent, and we are grateful for her lead-
ership on this, being supportive of the 
letters to the President, letters to the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, and 
for her working in a bipartisan fashion 
to support the people of Haiti as well 
as other countries on this issue. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Louisiana (Mr. RICHMOND), the 
chair of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus who is leading us in this discussion 
that is affecting the people of Haiti as 
well as other countries, along with the 
President’s tax plan and how it would 
affect those Americans who are the 
least of us and would have the most re-
percussions for that. 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to thank the gentlewoman from the 
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) for lead-
ing this Special Order and for the out-
standing work that she has done as her 
island, the U.S. Virgin Islands, recov-
ers from two devastating hurricanes. 

Being from New Orleans, I under-
stand what two twin hurricanes can do. 
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita ravaged 
our city, our State, along with Mis-
sissippi, Texas, and the Gulf Coast. To 
be very candid, the people of the Virgin 
Islands, unfortunately, are doing this 
too much on their own. 

Part of what makes America excep-
tional, part of what makes us the 
greatest country in the world is that 
when we find our citizens in a vulner-
able position, through no fault of their 
own, we come in as a government and 
we help. When you look at the Virgin 
Islands and the fact that the damage 
they have received is more than their 
capacity to rebuild, and it is through 
no fault of their own, it is Mother Na-
ture. It is an act of God. 

Some would say it is global warming 
and climate change, but it doesn’t mat-
ter what caused it. What matters is the 
United States’ response to how we fix 
it. So when we start talking about our 
response to the Virgin Islands, it is a 
great segue into Haiti and temporary 
protective status. 
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